
St. James Youth 

 presents 

Angels We Have Heard On High! 
Sunday, December 18th 

at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Please join the youth of St. James as they sing, play and dance their way through the 

Christmas story. Come listen as the Angels witness the birth of Jesus through the    

Christmas story. 
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Following the Sunday 

School Christmas  Program 

on December 18, families 

and friends are invited to 

gather in the Fellowship Hall 

for the annual smorgasbord- 

potluck dinner. 

There will be a sign up sheet 

for food and volunteer   

helpers on the table in the 

narthex on December 4th 

and 11th. 

For more info, contact Leslie 

Cox at 793-5195. 

CHRISTMAS 

  DINNER 

The WELCA Advent Dinner 

will be held here at St. James 

on Tuesday, December 6th.    

Marie Tschopp will present 

“Timeless Truths”, tales 

from The Little House on the 

Prairie books.  Tickets are 

$8.  Please plan on attending 

this festive event. 

WELCA ADVENT 
DINNER 

FROM THE PASTOR 
The Words of Isaiah 

 

ñO that you would tear open the heavens and come down,ò The people pleaded in the 

ancient days. Times were tough and the people yearned for the presence of God in their 

lives. 

So God sent the Prophet Isaiah to speak words of hope to them.  God has sent me to 

bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 

the captives, and release to the prisoners. 

Like those who lived long ago, we still yearn that God would tear open the heavens and 

take away all the oppression, injustice, heartbreak, and suffering in our world.  So, 

throughout the season of Advent and into Christmas the words of God spoken through 

the prophecy of Isaiah come to us again to offer us hope. 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people 

See, the Lord God comes.  

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 

them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Come and worship with us each Sunday morning, and again on Christmas Eve.  We will 

listen to God’s Word to us as spoken by Isaiah, and others.  We will receive Christ’s 

presence to us through Holy Communion.  And we will sing for joy as we hear the  

promises God offers to us each day.  

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

 

 

Pastor Janet Lepp 

The Lutheran magazine seeks 

to inform and inspire us in 

our faith journey as            

individuals and as the 

ELCA.  The first 100 St. 

James households who want  

a free subscription in 2012 to 

The Lutheran magazine, and 

who respond by notifying the 

church office by December 

15, will receive one. We give 

our thanks to an anonymous 

donor in our congregation for 

this wonderful Christmas gift. 

FREE LUTHERAN 

MAGAZINES 
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PARISH NURSE 

Comfort to a Grieving Friend 

As we look towards our celebration of Christmas, many of our hearts are filled with 

warm memories and eager anticipation. For persons who have experienced a loss of a 

loved one, this can be a very difficult time. The following are ways we can be a comfort 

to those who are grieving. 

Being a Comfort to a Grieving Friend 

First, we need to remember that there isn't a right thing to do or say that will make the 

pain go away. We need to be willing to simply be a continuing presence in our friend's 

life. It can be a comfort to just sit quietly. We can always be willing to listen. The pain of 

loss creates a deep and abiding loneliness; this is magnified when those grieving feel 

separated from others. Second, we need to take our cues from our friend. If they need 

to cry and     experience sadness, we need to be able to be with them at this time without 

trying to 'cheer them up'. If they need reassurance of their worth, we need to be affirm-

ing. When they need to hear words of comfort from out Lord, we need to speak to them. 

Third, we need to remember them in our prayers and let them know we are praying 

for them. May we "comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have   

received from God." (2 Cor. 1:4)    

Reference: Seasons for Wholeness: Monthly Themes and Programming for Parish Health 

Ministry Vol.III BY Ruth D. Daumer, MSN,ARNP,CS. ~submitted by Liz Johnson, RN 

JOYS OF CHRISTMAS 

PAST AND PRESENT 

The Augustana Lutheran 

Church and the Jenny Lind 

Chapel will present “Joy of 

Christmas, Past and         

Present” Wednesday,       

December 7th at 7:30 p.m., 

628 6th Street, Andover, IL.  

The Ascension Singers and 

the Augustana Brass        

Ensemble will perform. This 

night of  worship and carols 

is free and open to the      

public. 

We will once again be    

ordering Poinsettias to 

decorate the altar during the 

Holidays. The cost is $10. 

See ordering information in 

the Sunday announcements 

or call Kimber at 786-0503. 

All orders must be in by 

December 11th for     

Christmas Eve delivery.   

ALTAR  

POINSETTIAS 

The last month of 2011 already! But Advent and Christmas are here, the beginnings of the 

church year. As we end and begin, the financial reports are about the same as the last two 

months. All bills are paid up to date, offerings are close to what was pledged for the year, 

but the projected year-end bottom line is still red. This is because we haven’t received as 

much “hoped for” income as we had hoped. The Finance Team advised the Council that 

we can fund the deficit this year from reserves, which are not large but sufficient to     

forestall budget cuts. The overall health of St. James and its programs are very strong. We 

continue to be generous in supporting our programs, mission commitments and          

emergency gifts to our neighbors in the world. Therefore we don’t want to pull back at all, 

if possible. 

So as we end the calendar year and begin the church year, any extra gifts to St. James will 

be gratefully received and prayerfully used. ~submitted by Douglas Nelson, Treasurer 

TREASURERõS REPORT 

We are at that point where 

some of our St. James    

families need our help to pay 

a bill or the rent. This       

investment fund is a pastor's 

discretionary fund that     

allows our pastor to have 

some money at hand to hear 

a plea and to act. We are   

investing in the future of 

some of our members. These 

would be in the form of gifts 

or as loans. We are asking 

you to give so others will 

have enough for the basics. 

Checks should be made out 

to St. James  Lutheran 

Church, memo: Family    

Relief. ~submitted by       

African Ministry Team 

FAMILY 

RELIEF  FUND 

Adult Forum provides a variety of educational opportunities for adult members of St. 

James. It meets at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday in front of the Sanctuary or in the right       

transept. 

Dec. 4   DVD on Isaiah – “On Wings of Eagles,” Jerry Johansen, Discussion Leader 

Dec. 11 DVD on Isaiah – “Voice for Justice,” Mary Laidig, Discussion Leader 

Dec. 18  No Adult Class 

Dec. 25  Christmas Day - Worship at 10 a.m. 

  

Get coffee and snacks and join us to hear these interesting presentations. ~submitted by 

Bob Frank 

ADULT FORUM 
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4th Annual 

Saint James Ski Trip 

 

Winter Park, CO 

 

January 6-13, 2012 

 

For more info contact  

Doug Nelson at 

jade@qconline.com 

CAFÉ CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 

A fundraiser for Pastor Laura 

Koppenhoefer is planned on 

Sunday, Dec. 11 from 

4:30pm-7pm in the Founders 

Hall, Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Moline.   A dinner  

of pulled pork sandwich and 

sides will be available for a 

free-will offering, plus games, 

baked goods and a silent   

auction. Monies raised will go 

to offset medical expenses   

associated with her recent 

fibromyxosarcoma diagnosis.              

KOPPENHOEFER 
FUNDRAISER 

All women are invited to 

the Café Christmas Party at 

my house on Saturday    

December 10 at 9:30 a.m.  

The café group has been 

meeting the third Saturday 

morning of each month at 

the Café in the Moline  

Public Library for over a 

year.  Our times together 

are filled with friends    

connecting with each other 

and with heartfelt           

discussions of spiritual   

issues. This is a time to 

celebrate together, so invite 

your friends and come on 

over.  I’ll have the coffee 

ready! 

We continued our visioning process. Under the guidance of Dan Ebener, our consultant, 

we answered three questions based upon the strategic areas that have been identified  

during the Visioning Process thus far: 

1. Evangelization/ Neighborhood Outreach/ Youth Families: How can we reach 

out, invite, and connect with young families, neighbors, and others in our      

community? 

2. Leadership Development: How can we identify, recruit, and empower leaders to 

contribute their leadership gifts and talents? 

3. Mission and Service: How can we respond to the gospel call to serve others? 

Many ideas were shared and discussed.  At the end of the evening there were themes that 

were developed.   The top three themes were chosen for each of our three strategic areas. 

The top three themes for Evangelization/ Neighborhood outreach/ Young Families 

1. Music ministry – possibly an African Choir or a children’s choir 

2. Door to door neighborhood outreach to promote a St. James event 

3. Youth and family programming opportunities 

The top three themes for Leadership Development 

1. An assessment of the talents of our members and how we encourage involvement. 

2. Inter-generational leadership activities 

3. Support and mentoring of leaders 

The top three themes for Mission and Service 

1. Define, deepen, and re-focus mission 

2. Improve the way we communicate 

3. Balance global and local efforts 

Now these themes and the ideas that were generated are being carried to the appropriate 

teams and staff members within the congregation for further reflection and                   

implementation.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Thank you for your response to our stewardship emphasis “Saints Alive! Living        

Generously.”  Your generous commitments for 2012 indicate how meaningful our      

ministries here at St. James are, not only for our local outreach, but also to the work of 

the church worldwide. 

Presently the totals for our general budget are over $188,000 and over $26,300 to CIMP 

(Capital Improvement Mortgage Payment) fund.  

The visual media presentation prepared by Dave Renneke and the stories of Mark       

Ridolfi, Craig Tigerman and Cora Schafman on past, present and future giving on       

Reformation Sunday gave witness to living generously. 

If you have not responded with your 2012 commitment, please do so soon.  This will 

help the finance team and the congregational council prepare the 2012 budget. 

Living generously is the hallmark of a Christian life.  Thank you for your generous     

response. ~The Stewardship Team, Bob Kruger and Jerry Johansen, Co-chairs. 

DID YOU KNOWé 

St. James Endowment provided funds to  assist the ELCA in establishing a community      

vegetable garden? 

Your St. James Endowment uses its yearly dividends to support the activities of St. James 

and the ELCA. 

Please consider supporting the St. James Endowment by including it in your estate plans 

and/or wills and by designated offerings. 
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To grow in  relationships, invitation, and hospitality as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

You and your family are invited to 

join us  

to celebrate Christmas 

 
 December 18 - 4pm - Christmas Program and Dinner 

December 24 - 4pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  

December 25 - 10am - Christmas Day Worship 

 

Celebrate Christmas at St. James! 


