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FROM THE PASTOR

Pastor Lepp will be leading
“God and Me” classes for the
Cub Scouts of St. James’ Pack
250. Other interested young
boys and their parents are also
invited to attend. Classes will
be held at the church on three
Tuesday evenings at 5:30 pm:
January 24, January 31, and
February 7. Please call the
church office if you are
interested. 786-0503.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School begins
January 8 at 10:15
Sunday School for all ages
begins again on Sunday January
8 following worship.

There are new teams of teachers
who have volunteered to help out
these next few months.

The Jr. High and Sr. High
Students: Meet in the newly
remodeled Youth Room after
you grab some refreshments.
Bring your friends and come
meet your new teachers. You
will be surprised how much fun
Sunday School can be!

Confirmation students should
also plan to gather in the Youth
Room on January 8 with the
others, so you don’t miss out on
the fun!

Elementary Students: Meet in
the Fellowship Hall after you get
your refreshments. Some
exciting things are being planned
and you won’t want to miss out
on the fun.

Adults: Meet in the transept
class area for a new series on the
Gospel of Mark.

Interruptions

Mary, a young woman from Nazareth in the region of Galilee, was going about her
life. No doubt she was dreaming about what her future would hold, particularly what
it would mean to be married to Joseph the Carpenter, to whom she was engaged.
Then one day her life was interrupted.

An angel named Gabriel appeared to her and told her how she had found favor with
God. She would be having a baby, and he would be called the Son of the Most High.
From that day on, her life was never the same. God had come into her life through
Jesus Christ. As the mother of Jesus she found herself going places and doing things
she never would have imagined. It was not always easy. In fact, watching her son
crucified would have been horrendous. But on the third day when she was carrying
spices to place on his dead body in the tomb, Mary became one of the first witnesses
that Jesus had risen from the dead.

During the Sundays following Epiphany, from January 8 — February 19, we will be
hearing the stories of many people who were going about life as usual.
Then each one of them had their lives interrupted by God.

Samuel, Jonah, John, Philip, Nathanial, Simon’s mother-in-law, the leper, and even
the demon possessed man had found favor with God, and their lives would never be
the same. They all became witnesses of the new life that God offered to them and to
the world.

All of us have interruptions in our lives, too.

But the stories of those experiencing interruptions by God are not limited to former
days. God continues to enter the lives of those who find favor with God. That
includes all of us.

Be sure to join us for worship each Sunday as we reflect upon the interruptions in our
lives, and how God uses those interruptions to bring about new life in ways we never
could imagine.

In Christ’s love,

ﬂz_,},xg/w/

Pastor Janet Lepp
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ANNUAL
MEETING

PARISH NURSE

The Annual Meeting will be
at 10:15 a.m. on January
29th. Reports  will be
available on Sunday, January
15th. Contact the church
office if you would like a
report mailed to you.

WOMEN OF

ST. JAMES

UPCOMING EVENTS
Jan. 4 - Ruth Circle 2pm

Jan. 10 - CWU Winter
Retreat 9:30am-Church of
Peace, RI. Presenter: Pastor
Janet Lepp

Jan. 12 - Martha/Naomi
Circle 9:30am

Jan. 21 - Café Group
9:30am - Moline Public
Library Cafe

Annual Christian
Unity Prayer
Service Sunday

January 22, 2012
at3pm

Trinity Lutheran
Church, Moline

Sponsored by
Churches United
of the QCA

Guest Speaker:
Rev. Kerrin Kirkpatrick

Ashbury United Methodist
Church, Bettendorf

Let us join other Christian
churches in our area as we
remember the 2012 theme
“We Will All Be Changed
by the Victory of Our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
(1 Cor. 15:15-58)

End of Life Health Care Decisions
January brings many opportunities to make fresh starts, and in addition we also recognize
Sanctity of Life Sunday. This month we focus on End of Life Decisions.
What Principles Should Guide our Health Care Decisions?

Decisions about health care, like decisions about the rest of our life, should be based on
Biblical truths. The following principles may be useful in guiding our health care
decisions and are adapted from "Christian Care at Life's End".

* Each person is created in God's image and deserves to be treated with the same
standard of care (regardless of age or infirmity).

* As Creator, God alone knows with certainty if a condition is incurable.

* When God given body functions to sustain life are no longer effective and the doctors'
judgment is that there is no real hope for recovery, a Christian may in good conscience,
let nature take its course.

*It is good ethical practice for doctors to receive a statement signed by the patient
indicating wishes to terminate life-sustaining treatment in case of a terminal condition.
*Death is not only a physical event, but a crucial emotional and spiritual experience with
opportunities for Christian witness and service.

* Euthanasia in its proper sense involves suicide/murder. It is therefore contrary to God's
will.

e Any decisions that later appear to be misguided, have been redeemed by Christ.

May we be comforted with this promise "Our Blood Drive
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await Saturday, January 14th

a Savior from there...who..will transform our
lowly bodies so that they well be like His
glorious body" ( Phil.3:20-21). If I can be of
any help to you in this difficult area, please
contact me.

Submitted by Liz Johnson, Parish Nurse.

8:30am - 11:30am

Salem Lutheran Church
1724 - 15 Street
Moline
To Register Call:
764-5614

ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum provides a variety of educational opportunities for adult members of St.
James. It meets at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday in front of the Sanctuary or in the right
transept.

Jan.1 New Years Day. No Class. Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Jan.8  Books of Faith Bible Studies — Book of Mark, Bob Kruger Discussion Leader
Jan. 15 Faith Bible Studies — Book of Mark, Virginia Johnson, Discussion Leader
Jan. 22 Books of Faith Bible Studies — Book of Mark, Mary Laidig, Discussion Leader
Jan. 29 St. James Annual Meeting

Get coffee and snacks and join us to hear these interesting presentations. ~submitted by
Bob Frank
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BUILD PROJECT IN 2012

Mission emphasis for January of 2012 will be for a local Habitat for Humanity 2012
build project. Gifts to St. James from members and friends may be designated in
memory of Joanne Petrilli, who had planned to lead this fundraiser for a local Habitat
home. We will also provide and serve lunch to the Habitat Saturday volunteers at Salem

m Lutheran Church in Moline on
'm' Habitat

Jan. 14, 2012 at noon. The
current build is at 1313 12 Ave.
for Humamty

in Moline. Help that day and

donations will be appreciated.

Call Ruth Anne Hartman or Peggy
| Shovar to volunteer in any way.

~submitted by Ruth Anne Hartman

TREASURER’S REPORT

We come to the end of 2011 celebrating Good News brought to us by the Greatest Story
Ever Told. St. James is a warm and exciting place to be and to be a part of. The
upcoming 2011 Annual Report will summarize the year and highlight our
accomplishments realized as we carried our mission forward.

Our financial reports show that bills are paid up to date, offerings are close to what was
pledged for the year, but the projected year-end bottom line is still red. We continue to
be generous in supporting our programs, mission commitments and emergency gifts to
our neighbors in the world, but we are still reaching a bit further. Last year we received
wonderful year-end gifts from those who could manage a bit extra and we ended with a
small surplus. Right now we are behind financially, exactly like last year, so again any
extra gifts to St. James will be gratefully received and prayerfully used.

~submitted by Douglas Nelson, Treasurer

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

- The proposed budget for 2012 was discussed and affirmed — pending end of year figures.
- Members of the Finance Team and of the Council are considering how to keep the
positive momentum of our programming moving forward in light of tight finances.
- Action steps for the three areas of our Visioning Process were reported upon;
e Evangelization/ Outreach/ Family Ministry

A team to redesign the website has been put into place and is researching

web designers.

An African Choir has begun and performed at the Christmas Program.

e Leadership development — We will be exploring ways to determine talents
within our congregation and then invite those people into involvement using
those talents.

e Mission and Service — A mission trip is being considered for 2012.

- Council gave congregational approval for Dorothy Williams to enter the Candidacy
Process into ordained ministry.

NEW PASTOR AT

IMMANUEL

Pastor Jos¢ Cortés was
installed on Sunday,
December 18 at Immanuel
Lutheran Church in East
Moline. He is the mission
developer of Iglesia San Jose
Obrero, a new mission
reaching out to the Latino
community in East Moline.
Please remember Pastor
Cortés, Iglesia San Jose
Obrero, and Immanuel
Lutheran Church in your
prayers as they begin this
exciting ministry
partnership.

THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who
helped with the Advent and
Christmas preparations and
events at St. James. Our
worship services, the Youth

Christmas Program, the
Annual Smorgasbord/
Potluck, the Adult

Education classes on Isaiah,
the women’s banquet, the
Café breakfast, the weekly
fellowship hour, the choir
rehearsals, and all of our
gatherings were spirit-filled
and joyful. We are blessed
by our community that is
saved by faith and serves in
love.

Also, thank you for all the
cards and calls and special
greetings you shared with
my family and me during
the Christmas season. We
appreciate your kind and
generous spirits.

God’s blessings to all of
you,

Pastor Lepp
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Saved by faith ~

serving with love

To grow in relationships, invitation, and hospitality as disciples of Jesus Christ.

ST. JAMES SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 9AM

WORSHIP, HOLY SACRAMENT, Music, CHILDREN® MESSAGE, BIBLE STUDIES,
FELLOWSHIP

Please join us!
Souper Bowl of Caring

WL Sunday, January 22

5:30 p.m.
@F CARING

SM

Soup, bread and beverage will be served

All proceeds from a free will offering will be divided between ELCA Souper Bowl Sunday
Hunger Drive and a local food pantry.



