
Lenten Journey: Taking Time  

Lent is a time for us to reflect upon our lives as we prepare for the mystery of Easter. 

Our congregation of St. James knows the importance of taking time throughout our 

journey of faith to nurture our spiritual lives. Therefore, we offer many opportunities 

and times for this spiritual growth.  Times include: 

worship on Sunday mornings 

classes for all ages on various aspects of our faith following Sunday worship, 

small groups who pray and study Scripture together 

Midweek worship opportunities with the other ELCA congregations in Rock 

Island. 

We also offer devotional books for individuals and families to use in our homes: 

The Lenten Journey: Water Marks 

Christ in our Home 

Spark Family Magazines. 

 

I invite you to take the time this Season of Lent to open up your hearts and minds and 

schedules so we can experience together the joy of growing together in faith as we 

prepare for the mystery of Easter. 

In Christôs love, 

 

 

Pastor Janet Lepp 
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FROM THE PASTOR  
ASH WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE 

SUNDAYS IN  

LENT  

February 22 ï 7:00 p.m. 

Imposition of Ashes and Holy 

Communion  

Lent begins with this worship 

service of repentance and     

forgiveness. The sign of ashes 

suggests  our human mortality 

and frailty. With the cross of 

Christ on our brow we are    

reminded of Godôs love,       

forgiveness and mercy.  

Sunday Morning Worship ï 

9:00 a.m. 

Each Sunday during Lent we 

will hear the story of Godôs love 

and mercy when we gather for 

worship.  Godôs story with us is 

a remarkable story because at its 

heart is the steadfast love of our 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 

ï Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

During this Lenten time we will 

ponder and reexamine our lives ï 

who we are as individuals and as 

communities ï and the honesty 

and courage that are required 

from us to live as Godôs faithful 

people. Please join us each week 

as we gather to experience Godôs 

message to us through Word and 

Sacrament. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES  
 

 

 

 

This year we will be gathering for Lenten worship with our friends in Christ from St. 

John Lutheran and 1st Lutheran in Rock Island. We will meet at the Rock Island  

Hauberg Civic Center, which is a beautiful building surrounded by lush acreage   

located at 1300 ï 24th Street. (Note: There is plenty of parking and the building is 

handicapped accessible.) Our worship together at 7:00 p.m. on five Wednesdays  

during Lent will be filled with scripture, meditation, prayer, and song.  Following 

worship we will enjoy a time of fellowship. 

Offerings which are placed in congregational envelopes will be directed to those  

specific congregations. All other offerings will be given to assist the new ELCA  

mission congregation being formed in East Moline, ñSan Jose Obrero.ò 

Five Wednesdays  

February 29, March 7, 14, 21, 28 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Hauberg Civic Center 

1300 24th Street in Rock Island 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

ADULT FORUM  

WOMEN OF  

ST. JAMES 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Feb. 1 - Ruth Circle 2pm 

Feb. 3 - CWU Winter    

Forum 9-12 (see below) 

Feb. 9 - Martha/Naomi  

Circle 9:30am 

YOUTH MINISTRY  

TEAM  
SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS  

Adult Forum provides a variety of educational opportunities for adult members of St. James. 

It meets at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday in front of the Sanctuary or in the right transept. 

Feb. 5     Books of Faith Bible Studies ï Book of Mark, Virginia Johnson, Discussion Leader 

Feb. 12 Books of Faith Bible Studies ï Book of Mark, Mary Laidig, Discussion Leader 

Feb. 19  Books of Faith Bible Studies ï Book of Mark, Robert Kruger, Discussion Leader 

Feb. 26  ñFood (for Body and for Thought)" Presenter: Craig Tigerman, on behalf of the St. 

James Hunger Ministry Team. 

Get coffee and snacks and join us to hear these interesting presentations. 

Water Marks our natural lives from our birth throughout all of life. Water also marks 

our sacramental lives in God as we die and rise with Christ at our baptisms.  And so it is 

with Scripture, too.  From the first chapter of the Bible to the last, Godôs Word is water 

marked. 

Lenten Journey: Water Marks books.  All are invited to 

participate in this yearôs Lenten Journey of faith by using the 

new Book of Faith resource: Lenten Journey:   Water 

Marks.   The entire congregation is encouraged to use this 

daily devotional for the 40 days of Lent as a way to grow in 

faith. 

Books are available for $8 and can be found at the          

Information Table.  

Small Groups: There will be three discussion groups you 

may want to attend to deeper your reading of Scripture and 

prayer. 

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. led by Rev. Bob Kruger 

ï and held in the church library 

Mondays at 6:00 p.m. led by Linda Ryden and Rhea 

Frank-Cottingham ï and held downstairs in Room 8 (called the Small Group 

Room or Brideôs Room) 

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. led by Pr. Lepp ï and held at Gansonôs Neighborhood 

Bakery and Café. 

Groups will meet for 5 weeks, beginning on February 25 and ending March 28. 

Please sign-up for these Small Groups at the Information Table ï or by calling the 

church office at 786-0503.  

The proposed budget for 2012 was presented by the Finance Team, discussed 

carefully by council members, and then approved for consideration at the      

Annual Meeting. 

The African Ministry Team has been actively working to plan and implement 

our ministry together. 

 The Memorial Policy has been updated and revised by the Memorial         

Committee.  Council approved of its use. 

A task force is examining our website and working to recommend an update. 

A Youth Ministry Team is 

being set-up at St. James.  

This team will envision, 

plan, and implement youth 

and family ministry.      

Currently we are looking 

for youth and adults in the 

congregation who would 

like to be a member of this 

new team.  Regu la r       

meetings will be held     

following Sunday School 

the 3rd Sunday each month. 

Please contact Pastor Lepp 

if you are interested at 786-

0503.      

New acolytes will be trained 

at 11:15 following Sunday 

School on Sunday, Feb.12. 

ACOLYTE 

TRAINING  

Church Women United 

Winter Forum 

 

òRefugees are not 
Immigrantsó 

 
Friday, Feb. 3 at 9am 

 

St. Ambrose  

Catholic Church 

312 West 1st Street 

Milan  

Registration begins at 9am 



Reflect upon our Hearts 

As we begin our Lenten journey, we can use this time to reflect upon our 

hearts....physically, emotionally, and spiritually. The following suggestions are from the 

American Heart Association's pamphlet "Heart Health Education".  

How to Reduce your Risk of Heart Disease: 

*     Quit smoking 

*     Control your blood pressure & have it checked regularly. 

*     Exercise at least 3 times a week for 20 minutes or more at your target heart rate. 

*     Eat a balanced diet reduced in fat, cholesterol, and salt 

February hosts both Valentine's Day and American Heart Month. I hope this month         

provides an opportunity for you to experience heart healing peace. "Create in me a pure 

heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me." (Ps. 51:10) 

Ref.: "Seasons for Wholeness: Monthly Themes and Programming for Parish Health      

Ministry" Vol. I by Ruth D. Daumer, MSN,RN. ~submitted by Liz Johnson, RN 
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RESCUE MISSION MEALS  

MISSION TRIP  

PARISH NURSE 

500/500 IN LENT  

SCOUT SUNDAY 

We have a special challenge 

planned for Lent: to collect 

500 cans of food (via the 

grocery cart in the hallway, 

for the St. Pius Food       

Pantry) and $500 in cash 

(via "God's Global Barn-

yard" home collection 

boxes, for the ELCA World 

Hunger Appeal), between 

February 26 and March 25.  

Watch the progress toward 

these goals, on the Twin        

Thermometers coming soon 

to the narthex area.  Thank 

you for supporting St. 

James' efforts to feed the 

hungry! ~submitted by 

Hunger Awareness Team 

On June 26, 2011, the Mouse River in Ward County, North Dakota flooded, beating the 

old record set in 1881. Minot is the largest community in Ward County.  It has          

approximately 40,000 permanent residences and is 1561.72 feet above sea level.  

Roughly 12,000 of its people are displaced; many of those will NEVER be able to    

return to their homes. Ward County is currently in the recovery stage of this disaster and 

will be for quite some time. However, by the spring of 2012 the restoration process is 

scheduled to begin in earnest. I would like to invite anyone interested in joining Judy 

and me in traveling to Minot for a week the first week in June 2012 to assist in the      

restoration of this community to attend an informational meeting on March 11, 2012 at 

10:15 following worship. Brochures regarding the trip are available on the Information 

Table. ~submitted by Tom Fox 

RECIPES WANTED: Do you have a favorite recipe that you would like to share with 

our members? We  would like to assemble a loose-leaf notebook with ñour favorite     

recipesò to be kept at church.  Then other members may copy a recipe they would like to 

have.  Please give a copy of your recipe(s) to Leslie Cox or Liz Johnson.  

Our Hunger Ministry Team is serving dinner at the Rock Island Rescue Mission's    

Community Meal Site (2209 3rd Avenue, christiancareqc.org) on Wednesday, February 

15, at 6:00 PM.  If you can donate any of the following, please contact the Office or call 

Nina Carlson (309-786-3653).  

*   Bags of frozen green beans  

*   Bags of frozen corn  

*   Cheesy potatoes casseroles  

*   Cookies, brownies, pies  

We envision this becoming a quarterly or monthly activity, so we are seeking volunteers 

to help serve at future meals.  If you are interested, please contact Nina or the Office.  All 

ages welcome!  Thank you! ~submitted by Craig Tigerman 

Scout Sunday is scheduled at 

St. James for Sunday,      

February 12.  This is the day 

we honor Cub Scout Pack 

#250, which is an active 

Pack sponsored by St. James 

and who meet in our        

Fellowship Hall, and we will 

recognize Scout Master 

Daryl Empen for his faithful 

service to the boys and their 

families. Pack #250 has a 

large enrollment, and they 

are extremely active in many 

ways.  Currently several 

boys and their families are 

meeting with Pastor Lepp 

who is leading them in the 

ñGod and Meò course. 

INTER -RELIGIOUS  

DISCUSSIONS 

A Look at our Books: Sacred 

Texts and Scriptures will be 

the next topic of the Inter-

religious discussions with 

local Islamic, Jewish and 

Christian leaders at the Tri-

City Jewish Center on Feb. 

16 from 7-9.  All are       

welcome to attend.   



St. James 

Lutheran Church 

 

3145 31st Avenue 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

(309) 786-0503 
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